MCAC WOMEN'S DIVISION FASTPITCH SOFTBALL OPERATINGODE

Organization of Coaches Group and Meetings

A.

Membership

1. All current members of the MCAC Women's Divisimay participate in the meeting.

2. ltis required that all MCAC Women's Divisionfall coaches or a designated representativedtten
meeting.

3. Each member college will have one vote.

Competitive Season

A.

B.

Each school may play up to 17 dates in a season.
No full team supervised or organized practice ntagt ®arlier than February 15.

Coaches will have the opportunity to work with piges and catchers for 3 times a week from Janugltyal
February 14.

Coaches can work with players in a group up tosdeais for up to 2 hours a week from Januafytbs
February 14.

MCAC teams will allowed up to 14 practice datesalh semester. Dates must be documented withahege
athletic director and submitted to conference effafter completion. No outside competition willddewed
with other schools during the fall semester.

F.Teams may play unlimited games during their sctsoafficial spring break. Those games will not cotawvards

the 17 date limit.

Rules and Requlations

A.

All home colleges shall send a letter of confition to each college they will be competing agasteting
date, time, place, officials, and colleges involv&disiting teams will sign and return the confirtioa within
30 days. All confirmations must be postmarked M20.

Any college after signing a confirmation thatedmot honor their commitment will be obligategay a fine.
The conference office shall be notified if, by maltaonsent, a contest is changed two weeks or befee
the scheduled date.

If a MCAC team does not complete a full round ofifesence games, none of the games that they hayedl
will be used in conference standings. If a teampmletes one round of conference games, then dnejs t
remaining conference games, all first round gamése used in conference standings (no seconddoun
games will count).

If a team cannot field a team or chooses not teetrahose games will count as a forfeit. Thogéeits will be
used in conference, state, and region seeding.

NCAA rules will be used for all competition. &luse of any experimental rule is allowed in nonfecence
games only if both coaches agree.
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F. All colleges will send a team roster and scheadilgames to all colleges competing against threthe
season prior to the date of the first game.

G. Team rosters may consist of 18 players.
H. Scheduled conference dates will consist of tammes, each being seven (7) innings.

I.  The Dudley WT12Y-FP is recommended as the dcfiball and the fifth-inning, eight-run rule (NCARule
Book) shall be in effect for all MCAC games.

J. Clothing in addition to the official uniform dhbe allowed.

K. Players shall be allowed to wear metal or rulieats.

L. Each homeeam is responsible for providing the game ball(s).
M. Host site must provide water for both teams.

N. A "Coach of the year" will be selected for ealiWision. The voting will be conducted at the ¢irof the "All
Division" Team balloting.

O. Make-up games shall be scheduled by mutual cbwde¢he participating teams with the last avdaatnake-up
date to be three days before the state tournament.

P. Exceptions to the NCAA Rule Book
MCAC
1. The international tie-breaking procedure shalllve used.

Q. The halted game policy will be in effect fok BICAC Division contests. Make-up of halted gamel occur
as follows:
* Ifgame 1 of round 1 or 2 is halted, the game ¢c&guil up at the original site.
* If game 2 of round 1 is halted, game 2 is to bemeted at the site of round 2.
» If game 2 of round 2 is halted, game 2 is to bepeted at a site by mutual consent or if no mutual
consent, a home site shall be determined by cun fl

R. All conference games will be two 7-inning gamBse 8-run rule after 5 innings will be in effect

IV Organization of Divisions

A. Composition

Southern Division Northern Division

Dakota County Riverland Central Lakes Mesabi
Fergus Falls Rochester Hibbing Northland
MN West St. Cloud Tech Itasca Vermilion
Ridgewater Rainy River Fond Du Lac

B. Division Chairs and Secretary
1. Each division shall elect and/or appoint a chant a secretary.
a. The Northern Division softball chair is StevanRiker.
b.  The Southern Division saftlzhair is Todd Thorstad.

C. Northern Division Regulations
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V.

V1.

1. Family of players and coaches and employeeshafads in the division may not be used to officialéo
official shall be a former coach (from previous gjdar any player participating in the contest.

2. [Each school will notify other schools of unadegye officials.

D. Northern/Southern Division Regulations

Conference Games

1. The host school will be home team for both gaaig¢be doubleheader.

2. All conference games must be played on a fefietif possible.

3. Game times for division games will be 3:00 PM@ekday games and noon for weekend games, unless
schools mutually agree upon an alternate game time.

Eligibility
A. College must be paid member of the MCAC Womé@ission.
B. Eligibility forms must meet requirements of Sectidhof the NJCAA eligibility rules

and so filed with that office.
C. All games versus a NJCAA club status team will cmint towards post-season qualifying play.

Awards Procedures

A. All-Division
1. The Northern and Southehii Division Teams will be chosen in the following manner:

a. Each coach may nominate up to five players t@ther team (listing their top choice first)
including individual statistics and comments anldrsits the names to the women's division chair
by May 1st.

b. The division chair will send out ballots to eadach. Coaches vote for 18 players (remindeu- yo
cannot vote for your players).

c. Invoting, coaches should consider the orderoofiinations.

d. Results will be tallied in the following manner:

1. Each coach votes 1 thru 18 (with 18 being ttogirchoice).

2. In case of a tie for any position, the namethefplayers will be listed in the order of overall
conference record standings.

3. Also, each team must have at least one repasenon the All-Division team. Any one
school can have a maximum of faur the All-Division team with no more than three the
first team.

2. The chair will send out to each coach the balith all teams nominations and statistics befavesbn
playoffs.

3. One week preceding the state tournament thsidivchair must have received all ballots from the
coaches. Coaches may not vote for their own ptayer

4. The chair will tabulate the results on the Tagsgkrior to the state tournament will send all Hessto each
coach, the state tournament director, all athiditiectors and the MCAC Secretary.

B. All-State
1. Rationale:
a. To select a team that is representative ofatse state.
b. To ensure that those divisions whose teamdhfimighest in the state tournament are fairly regmted
as well as those individuals who are outstanding.
c. To take into consideration the coaches' angidinis recommendations on ranking of players.

2. Procedure:
a. Each division would select an 18-player All-Biain team.
b. Each division would rank their 18 players in@rérom top to bottom. This ordered ranking wolbél

utilized for the division's All-State slots.
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c. Each division would obtain a number of All-Stegam slots based upon that division's team’sHinis
in the state tournament.

d. The All-State team would consist®players on the first team and
9 players on the 2nd team, with 9 players as HaslerMention.

e. The All-State first team would be submittedRagion 13 consideration.

The all state team would simply begin with theiBioan who gets the most points at the state
tournament. 8 points for'17 for 2% 6 for 3¢, 5 for 4", If the point totals are equal, flip a coin t@se
who gets 5 on®lteam. After that it alternates all the way thrioudexample — south finishe§ and
3" they get 14 points. They get 5 chtéam, north gets 5 ofi%eam, south gets 5 on Honorable
Mention.

1% Team: #1S, #1N, #2S, #2N, #3S, #3N, #4S, #4N, #5S

2" Team: #5N, #6S, L#6N, #7S, #7N, #8S, #8N, #98| #9

Honorable Mention: #10S, #11N, #11S, #12N, #1A3N¢ #13S, #14N, #14S

The team that finishes first in the state tournameuld gain as many points as there
are teams in the tournament Slots for the All&Staam would then be determined utilizing the folty
format:
1st team 2nd team
Division with most points 5 5
Division with 2nd most pts. 4 4
9 9

If divisions are tied, then the slots would beidiéd evenly (6, 6). The Division with the highpkice
finish would have its' players placed first on AleState  team.

The team that finishes first in the state tournamelhinsure that the north (if they win) gets év
selections on the first team All-State and the lsoutl get four selections on the first team. Thbp five

on the All-Division team and the top four on thd-8buthern Division team will be all-state (Part A.
alternating basis: exam. #1 North, #1 south, ##hn&2 south, #3 north, # 3 south, #4 north, #4lsa45
north. The second team would start with southé#85north, #6 south, #7 north, #7 south, #8 naetéh,
south, #9 north, and #9 south. The honorable memndéam would start with #10 north, #10 south, #11
north, #11 south, #12 north, #12 south, #13 ndéi3, south and #14 north. Each team has nine member
If a southern team wins the state tournament, téfar back to part A and begin with south #1.

C. All Tournament Team
1. Coaches shall nominate to the selection comenitt® players from each team they compete withnduttie

tournament immediately after each game.
The first place team would have four slots.
The second place team would have three slots.
The third place team would have two slots.
The remaining three slots could come from anhefteams, including the first, second, or thinishers.

D. Durlng regular season play the conferentietvill select both a player and pitcher of theak for both the Norther
and Southern Divisions.

GEEARN

VII. Master Rotational Schedules

A. Schedule Protocol
1. Both the Southern and Northern Division wiiypa double round-robin schedule with all Divisidin
games counting toward qualification into the Redi@mand MCAC Stat&ournament.
a. For entry into the State and Region 13 tourmasnéies shall be broken in the following manner:
1. In the event of a two-way tie for a divisiorachpionship, the team entered in the #1 positiohbeil
determined by the following procedure:
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a. Won-loss records head to head
b. If each team split during the season versul etier, a playoff game will determine the division
championship.

2. In the event of a three way tie for a divisatrampionship, the team entered in the #1 positidroes
determined by the following procedure:

a. Won-loss head record head to head.

b. Best record against the next highest divisgamt. If one team has the best record versus ttie ne
highest remaining team they will be the divisioclahmpions for playoff purposes. If the two teams
remain tied they will have a playoff. In the evémit all the teams remain tied with the same kcor
against the next highest division team you wouehttook at all the team’s records against the next
highest division team until you have exhaustedlizikion teams.

3. In the event of a four way tie for the divisicmampionship, tournament participants will be deteed
by the following procedure:

a. Won-loss record head to head

b. See 2b.
4. In the event of a two way tie for second pldabet does not effect entry into the state tournamen
tournament participants will be determined by:

a. Won-loss records head to head

b. Won-loss records versus the champion

¢ A coin flip to determine positions.

5. In the event of a three way tie for secondgldcat does not effect entry into the state tomera,
tournament participants will be determined by:

a. Won-loss records head to head

b. Won-loss records versus the champion

c. A coin flip to determine the positions.

6. In the event of a four way tie for second plaoarnament participants will be determined by:

a. Won-loss records head to head

b. Won-loss record versus the champion

c. A draw for the second and third positions, Wit remaining two teams involved in a playoff with
the winner receiving the #4 position and loser glated.

7. In the event of a two way tie for third plateyrnament participants will be determined by;
a. Won-loss records head to head
b. Won-loss record versus the champion
c. Won-loss records versus the runner-up
d. A coin flip to determine the positions.

8. In the event of three way tie for third placgyrhament positions will be determined by:

a. Won-loss records head to head

b. Won-loss records versus the champion

c. Won-loss records versus the runner-up

d. A draw for third place, with the remainingateams involved in a play-off with the winner t® b
#4 position and the loser eliminated.

9. In the event of a four way tie for third plateyrnament participants will be determined by:
a. Won-loss records head to head
b. Won-loss records versus the champion
c. Won-loss records versus the runner-up
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d. A draw for two play-off teams, with the winseadvancing and the losers eliminated. Once the
winners have been determined, a coin flip will deiee the #3 and #4 positions.

10. In the event of a two way tie for fourth platmirnament participants will be determined by:
a. Won-loss records head to head
b. If each team split the season series, a dfayame will be held to decide the #4 position.

11. In the event of a three way tie for fourth plalpurnament participants will be determined by:
Won-loss records head to head
Won loss records versus the champion
Won-loss records versus the runner-up
Won-loss records versus the third place team

e. Adraw to select one team eliminated! A pd&ygame will be held between the other two teams
for the #4 position.

aoow

12. In the event of a four way tie for fourth matournament participants will be determined by:
Won-loss records versus the champion

Won-loss records versus the runner-up

Won-loss records versus the third place team.

Draw two teams for the play-off game to deiee the #4 position.

aoow

13. In the event of a play-off game is needed, it shalscheduled by mutual consent no later than two
days preceding the MCAC State tournament at alsitermined by a coin flip. The game may be
played at a neutral site by mutual consent.

14. Officials for the play-off game agreed upon by botiaches.
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MCAC Northern Division 2009 SB
Schedule:

Sa 4/4

Hibbing @ Northland
Fond @ Central Lakes
Mesabi @Vermilion
ltasca @ Rainy

Su 4/5

Hibbing @ Central Lakes
Fond @ Northland
ltasca @ Vermilion
Mesabi @ Rainy

T 4/7

Central Lakes @ Northland
Hibbing @ Rainy

Fond @ Vermilion

Itasca @ Mesabi

W 4/8

Northland @ Itasca
Vermilion @ Hibbing
Mesabi @ Fond
Central Lakes @ Rainy

F 4/10

Northland @ Mesabi
Central Lakes @ Vermilion
Rainy @ Fond

Hibbing @ Itasca

Sa 4/11

Northland @ Vermilion
Central Lakes @ Mesabi
Fond @ Itasca

Rainy @ Hibbing

M 4/13

Vermilion @ Fond
Mesabi @ Hibbing
Rainy @ Northland
ltasca @ Central Lakes

W 4/15

Northland @ Central lakes
Vermilion @ Rainy
Mesabi @ Itasca

Hibbing @ Fond

Sa 4/18

Northland @ Hibbing
Central Lakes @ Fond
Vermilion @ Mesabi
Rainy @ Itasca

Su 4/19

Northland @ Fond
Central Lakes @ Hibbing
Vermilion @ ltasca
Rainy @ Mesabi

T 4/21

Northland @ Rainy
Fond @ Mesabi
Central Lakes @ Itasca
Hibbing @ Vermilion

F 4/24

Mesabi @ Northland
Vermilion @ Central Lakes
Fond @ Rainy

Itasca @ Hibbing

Sa 4/25

Mesabi @ Central Lakes
Vermilion @ Northland
Itasca @ Fond

Su 4/26
Hibbing @ Mesabi
Rainy @ Vermilion

M 4/27

Itasca @ Northland
Fond @ Hibbing

Rainy @ Central Lakes

State Tournament: May 1-2 (qualifying
tournament) St. Cloud Tech
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MCAC Southern Division Schedule — 2009

March 30
MW @ RCTC
MSCTC-FF - BYE
RW @ SC
DCTC @ RL

April 3
MSCTC-FF @ RL
RW @ MW
SC @ DCTC
RCTC - BYE

April 7

RCTC @ DCTC
RL@ SC
MSCTC @ RW
MW — BYE

April 10
RW @ RCTC

MSCTC-FF @ DCTC
RL @ MW
SC -BYE

April 14
RCTC @ MW

SC @ RW
RL @ DCTC
MSCTC-FF - BYE

April 18
RCTC @ RW

DCTC @ MSCTC-FF
MW @ SC
RL-BYE

April 24
RL @ RW

MW @ MSCTC-FF
DCTC @ SC
RCTC - BYE

April 28
RCTC @ RL

SC @ MSCTC-FF
MW @ DCTC
RW - BYE

April 1
MSCTC-FF @ S
DCTC @ MW
RW - BYE

RL @ RCTC

April 4
MSCTC-FF @ MW
RW @ RL
SC @ RCTC
DCTC - BYE

April 11
MSCTC-FF @ RC

RW @ DCTC
SC @ MW
RL-BYE

April 17
RCTC @ MSCTE-F

DCTC @ RW
MW @ RL
SC -BYE

April 21
DCTC @ RCTC

SC @ RL
RW @ MSCFeE-
MW — BYE

April 25
MW @ RW

RL @ MSCTC-FF
RCTC @ SC
RW - BYE

May 1-2
MCAC TOURNAMENT @ Stlood
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* Double Round Robin Schedule

 All games count towards Region 13 qualificatioqy team from Southern Division
qualifies for Region 13A.

» The second qualifier for Region 13A will be thelinggt finisher for the Southern Division
at the MCAC State Tournament. All games count tawdMCAC Tournament seeding.

 All games are doubleheaders with host school beamge team for both games.

VIIl. State Tournament Policies

A. The MCAC State Tournament will be a two day, ldleuelimination tournament.
1. St. Cloud Tech will host the MCAC State tournatria 2008 & 2009.
2. The tournament dates for 2009 are May 1-2, 2@, Sunday as a rain day.

B. Type of Tournament
1. An qualifying double elimination tournament wik played.
2. The Top 8 teams (4 from Northern Division & drfr Southern Division)
# 1 Seeds for North and South get automaticdiegionals
Take the top twdinishers from each division to go to the regiotmalrnament
play. (North#2 and South#2)(North #3 and South # 3)
3. The last makeup date for all division gamestrhascompleted 3 days preceding the MCAC
State Tournament.

4. Seedings for the state tournament are basedthparompleted conference schedule and
upon conference record.

5. No games will start before 10 a.m.

6. Itis highly recommended to have four or moedd$ in use for the tournament.

7. Picture programs are to be provided.

a. Team pictures, Rosters should be sent to theament director by April 25.

b. Programs are to include Region Xl winners agiddemic teams, and all division
teams.

8. Colleges pay all expenses for the State Tourname
9. Flip for home team 20 minutes before all ganfesvery round.
C. Host College
1. Must apply to the chair of the Board beforeshang meeting of the previous year.
2. Itis recommended that the tournament direabbibe participating as a coach in the
tournament.
3. The tournament director will be responsible rovige:

a. Information and results to major press senacekthe local news media;

b. Prepare and distribute tournament program;

c. Prepare and distribute tournament news reldpses during, post-);

d. Provide emergency first aid services; athleamer.

e. All tournament directors are responsible forntaning and up-dating a traveling
folder on tournament operation, and passing it@lorfuture tournament directors.
Folders will go to the office of the Conference @tinator to be sent to the new
tournament directors;

f. Other services as deemed necessary.

4. Shall keep the tournament for two years upoasivetrg the bid for the tournament.
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5. The host school shall host a banquet for them$eon the night prior to the start of the state

6.
7.

tournament. All-Division, All-State and Confererma&ards will be presented.

Shall submit a report of the tournament to tbhef€rence Coordinator.
All tournament information shall be mailed to WMC member schools one week prior to

state tournament.

D. Tournament Expenses
1.  Officials compensation will beetbnly expense covered by the MCAC.
E. Officials

1. Recommendations shall be made to the tournadneator by April 15.

2. Softball officials shall be hired according keir rating (NCAA) recommendations and
availability. Tournament directors are responsfblehiring, assigning, and scheduling
officials.

3. Officials' compensation shall be decided bytthenament director.

4. Any person affiliated with a team in the tourmanshall not officiate a game in which that
team is playing. "Affiliate" shall be defined astaff member, current student, or a
student of that college the previous year.

5. Officials must follow NCAA guidelines and be dgaand on the field 20 minutes prior to
game time.

6. Officials should not work straight through theydbut have at least one break scheduled
between games.

F. General

1. Atthe MCAC state tournament the taking of iltfipractice is optional for all teams for all
beginning rounds each day (even when the weathed}

2. The fields shall be ready one hour before thedaled starting times, and maintained
between games as needed (foul lines, batters'dooa groomed after each round).

3. The five-inning, eight-run (NCAA Rule book) ruddall be in effect for the entire state

tournament.
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