
2009 FOOTBALL  
TEAM PREVIEWS 





Central Lakes  
Raiders 

Coach: Greg Medeck  Yrs Coaching: 2  Coaching Record: 14-7 
 
Starters Returning: 12 
 
2008 Overall Record: 7-3   2008 Division Record: 3-1 
 
Top Returning Players: 
Name    Pos High School  Supporting Statistics/Info 
 
Dennis Taute    RB Milaca   692 Yards 8 TD’s 
 
Lawson Starr   DB Osseo   56 Tackles 2 Int’s 
 
Dusty Parker   DB Little Falls   44 Tackles 5 Int’s 
 
Brandon Sexton  OL Dakota Valley, SD 1st Team All-MCAC 
 
Karl Hunt   DB Kimball  54 Tackles 3 Int’s 
 
James Gagnon   LB Coon Rapids  38 Tackles 
 
Top Incoming Players (Freshmen or Transfers): 
Name    Pos High School    
 
Andrew Maskell  QB Spearfish, SD  
 
Tyler Erickson   WR St. Cloud Apollo  
 
Ryan Fay   WR  Princeton  
 
David Titus   OL Brainerd 
 
Dan Ngandali   DB Buffalo  
 
Greg Wright   LB Milaca  
 
 
Team Strengths: Experience, Leadership 
 
 
Team Weaknesses: Speed 



Coach: Tony DeLeon   Yrs Coaching: 2 Coaching Record: 2-16 
 
Starters Returning: 5 
 
2008 Overall Record 2-7   2008 Division Record 2-2 
 
 
Top Returning Players: 
Name    Pos High School   Supporting Statistics/Info 
Ivonte Clopton  LB Southern,  Louisville, KY 39 unassisted tackles,51 assisted, 1 interception 
 
 
Top Incoming Players (Freshmen or Transfers): 
Name     Pos High School    
 
Robert Drayton-Wiley   RB Southfield 
 
Kevin Chestang   LB Bluont  
 
Darian Mc Gee   SS Duncanville  
 
March Jones    RB Jefferson Davis 
 
Jordan Berglund    LB Wrenshall  
 
Brendon Peterson   WR Apple Valley  
 
 
Team Strengths: Skill positions  
 
 
Team Weaknesses: Only five returners lack of depth 

FOND DU LAC  
THUNDER 



ITASCA  
VIKINGS 

Coach: Dan Mell    Yrs Coaching: 2 Coaching Record: 5-13 
 
Starters Returning: 8 
 
2008 Overall Record 2-7    2008 Division Record 1-3 
 
Top Returning Players: 
Name     Pos High School   Supporting Statistics/Info 
Matt Niesen    RB Hill City    All-Conference Honorable Mention 
Derek Fay    DE Princeton   Captain  
Luke Sorenson   QB McGregor   
 
 
Top Incoming Players (Freshmen or Transfers): 
Name     Pos High School    
Dylan Smith    LB Bessemer 
Josh Stougard    QB Lakeville North 
Ethan Grossell    LB Deer River 
Ben Grossell    WR Deer River 
Matt Grossell    RB Bagley 
Aaron Kelly    DT Milwaukee WI 
Brodrick Askey   CB Orlando FL 
  
 
Team Strengths: Itasca’s strength this year will be a very disciplined team with few penalties, and a devel-
oped blitzing defense. 
 
Team Weaknesses: We are freshmen heavy on both sides of the field, so getting them caught up to the speed 
of college football will be apparent in the early games, look for a stronger finish. 
   



Minnesota West  
Bluejays 

 Coach: Jeff Linder   Yrs Coaching:14   Coaching Record: 65- 57 
 
Starters Returning:  7 
 
2008 Overall Record  7-3  2008 Division Record  3-1 
 
Top Returning Players: 
Name     Pos High School   Supporting Statistics/Info 
 
Corey Polz     LB  Jackson County Central    1st Team Southern Div, All Region 
 
Logan Korkow    WR  Huron          1st Team Southern Div, All Region 
 
 
Tyler Welp     DL Jackson County Central      2nd Team All Division 
 
Cody Gerhke     DL Luverne           
 
Chad Meyerdirk    OL Worthington    
 
Mark Riley     LB  Round Lake/Brewster  
 
Top Incoming Players (Freshmen or Transfers): 
Name     Pos High School    
 
Chris Bender     K West Orange  
 
Jake Smith     OL  Round Lake/Brewster  
 
Storm Soto     TE  Rochester John Marshall  
 
Jimmy Davis     DL  Patrick Henry 
 
Joe Harris     RB  Hopkinsville  
 
Andy Henning     FB  Fulda   
 
Team Strengths:  
 
 
Team Weaknesses: Very Young! 



MESABI RANGE 
 NORSEMAN 

Coach: Dan Lind   Yrs Coaching: 5  Coaching Record:19-20 
 
Starters Returning: 9 
 
2008 Overall Record:7-4   2008 Division Record: 3-1 
 
Top Returning Players: 
Name     Pos High School   Supporting Statistics/Info 
 
Demetrice Whittaker   DB Cocoa, FL   8 INT’s 
 
Brian Myrick    DL Marianna, FL   2nd Team All-MCAC 
 
Nick Stevenson   LB Cotton, MN   2nd Team All-MCAC 
 
Dekeldric Felton   WR Macon County, GA  2nd Team All-MCAC 
 
Jethro Spikes    DL Booker, FL   HM All-MCAC 
 
 
Top Incoming Players (Freshmen or Transfers): 
Name   Pos High School    
 
Javaris Harris  WR Pahokee, FL  
 
Kaytron Peoples DL South Pointe, SC  
 
Alex Graham  RB Jeff Davis, GA  
 
Brandon Hinton DB South Pointe, SC 
 
Carl Addison  OL Clinch County, GA 
 
Josh Rowe  LB Mt. Iron, MN 
 
Team Strengths: Work ethic 
 
Team Weaknesses: Depth 



NORTHLAND  
PIONEERS 

Coach: Guy Finstrom   Yrs Coaching: 8  Coaching Record: 38-39 
 
Starters Returning: 3 
 
2008 Overall Record: 3-6   2008 Division Record:2-2 
 
Top Returning Players: 
Name     Pos  High School   Supporting Statistics/Info 
 
Allen Rodriguez   OL  Ypsilanti, MI 
 
Ryan Belcher    DL  Ypsilanti, MI 
 
 
Top Incoming Players (Freshmen or Transfers): 
Name     Pos  High School    
 
Lawrence Clark      DE  Flint, MI 
 
Zach Sorenson    DE  Thief River Falls, MN  
 
Dillon Lundin    WR  Clarissa, MN 
 
Tyron Cheeseboro   RB  Philadelphia, PA 
 
Mark Broden    DL  Fertile, MN 
  
 
Team Strengths: Unity and Work Ethic  
 
Team Weaknesses: Size and not many Sophomores 



MSCTC-FERGUS FALLS 
SPARTANS 

Coach: Steve King    Yrs Coaching: 3   Coaching Record: 9-18 
 
Starters Returning:10 
 
2008 Overall Record: 3-6   2008 Division Record:0-4 
 
 
Top Returning Players: 
Name     Pos High School   Supporting Statistics/Info 
 
Tanner Gramm         LB Hancock 
 
Aaron Link    WR      Fergus Falls 
 
Trent Graves    QB Long Prairie-Grey Eagle 
 
Ricky Parker    P St. Cloud Cathedral  All-Division 
 
Demetrius Wooden   DB Grandview High, GA 
 
Jeremy Umlauf    TE Underwood  
 
 
Top Incoming Players (Freshmen or Transfers): 
Name   Pos   High School    
 
Ray Gardner  RB   Livonia Clarenceville, Detroit  
 
Troy Thorson  DB   Henning 
 
Zach Ries  WR   Rodgers  
 
Izaak Bray  LB   Waubun 
 
Seth Peters  DL   Hawley 
 
Jared Peters  DL   Hawley 
 
 
Team Strengths: Sophomore Leadership, O and D Line Depth 
 
 
Team Weaknesses: Skill Position Depth 



RIDGEWATER  
WARRIORS 

Coach: Rob Baumgarn  Yrs Coaching: 4 Coaching Record: 12-15 
 
Starters Returning: 6 
 
2008 Overall Record: 5-4     2008 Division Record:1-3 
 
Top Returning Players: 
Name     Pos High School   Supporting Statistics/Info 
 
Phil Herkenhoff   LB Melrose    
 
Joe Doubler    DE Westbrook Walnut Grove All MCAC 
 
Mickell Brown   DE St. Paul Central   
 
Antonio Nichols   OL St. Paul Central  All MCAC 
 
L.W. Frost    TE Rosemount  
 
Robert Johnson   DT Apple Valley  
 
Top Incoming Players (Freshmen or Transfers): 
Name     Pos High School    
 
Otimbum Wilson   LB Cleveland Catholic  
 
Jackson Illies    QB BBE 
 
Justin Brown    WR Athens 
  
Partick Cincinatus   RB Cross Creek 
 
Martell Harris    DB Roosevelt  
 
Adrius Upton    OL St. Anthony  
 
Team Strengths:  Team Defense and Offensive Skilled Positions 
 
Team Weaknesses: Young and Depth 



Coach: Brad LaPlante   Yrs Coaching: 6th   Coaching Record: 44-12 
 
Starters Returning: 9 
 
2008 Overall Record:8-2   2008 Division Record: 3-1 
 
Top Returning Players: 
Name    Pos High School   Supporting Statistics/Info 
 
Mike Kusnierz   K Kimberly, WI   1st TM Pre-Seas. All-AM 
 
Fred Ominde   DB Bloomington Kennedy 2008 Starter 
 
Carey Poarch   QB Woodlands, TX  2008 Starter before injury 
 
Tyler Stehr   OL Goodhue   2008 Starter 
 
Jesse Okoi   DB Fridley    500 squat, 4.4/ 40 
 
Aaron Annis   P Maple River   37 yard average as a freshman 
 
Top Incoming Players (Freshmen or Transfers): 
Name    Pos High School    
 
Khalil Al-Kaissey  OL Hopkins   6’ 5” 330 
 
Bruce Kelly   DB Southeast, FL   5’ 11” 215 
 
Robert Ricks   RB Osseo    5’ 9” 190 
 
Kyle Anderson  TE Hudson, WI   6’ 5” 235 
 
Josh LaPlante   LB Chatfield   6’ 2” 215 
 
James Wolf   OL Centennial, TN  6’ 3” 290 
 
Team Strengths:    Overall Speed and athleticism, Special Teams with returning Kickers and Punters, 
good numbers in fall camp, great veteran leadership 
 
Team Weaknesses:    experience in the offensive and defensive lines, numbers in the offensive and 
defensive lines, injuries in fall camp 

ROCHESTER  
YELLOWJACKETS 



Coach: Darren Visser   Yrs Coaching: 1 Coaching Record: 0-0 
 
Starters Returning: 4 
 
2008 Overall Record: 8-3  2008 Division Record: 3-1 
 
 
Top Returning Players: 
 
Name     Pos Supporting Statistics/Info 
Jarvis Wilson      CB 6 INT 
 
Teyon Thames    C  
 
Maurice Waters   DE/LB  
 
 
Team Strengths: good work ethic 
 
Team Weaknesses: lack of depth   

Vermilion  
Ironmen 


